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The circumstances of ocur recent change of base need very
brief mention, thanks to announcements which were printed in the
Condor or distributed through our mailing lists. At a general
meeting held in Pasadena on February 8 the present slate of
officers was voted in with the object of transforring the execu-
tive officos of the association to Berkeley. The reasons for
this change were manifold, but chief among them were the facts
that many of the founders and organizers were no longer able to
spare the time which they have lavished on the Association since
its birth in 1925, and hoped that by the cultivation of a new
field from a local point of vantage ocur membership and activitios
might be increased. h

We venture to entertain several hopes for the future of the
WBBA. Lying closest to our hand is the fact that banding in the
San Francisco Bay region, distinguished individual exceptions to
the contrary notwithstanding, is for the most part notable by
its absonce, a fact the more regretable since the same rogion is
already classic ground for. the older branches of ornithology.
More difficult of achievement, but desirable in the highest de-
gree is the cultivation of banding hand in hand with the ornitho-
logical development of the northwest. Herse is the one field in
tho United Statoes where banding msy still bave its share in the
pioneer work, for if within our national boundaries there still
remains a terra incognita, speaking bird-wise, it lies in Wash-
ington and Oregon. Banding there has already broken important
ground and played a considerable part in one important recemt
development ,~--Grinnell's separation of the putalli and pugetensis
forms of Zonotrichia leucophrys. If we judge rightly of some
of the new stations, this is the country to watch during the next
decade. Last, and perhaps nearest to our heart is the hope that
banding has a great and immediate future in professional ornitho-
logy, and that its indispensable value as a technique for the
study of populations, areas, territories, local movements and in-
dividual relationships, already well-established in the west in
the work of Price and others on the Stanford Cgmpus and of Miss
Erikson on the wren~-tits of Smytlhe Canyon near Berkeley, will
win richer profits for the science of birds than have accrued
from the necessarily haphazard banding of the past. In all
directions and at all times may this office, and through it the
facilities of the museum whose hospitality it enjoys, be utilized
to the fullest possible degree by western banders, members and
non-members, as an aid to the greatest development of all material
and all records.

It remains only to bid farewell to the retiring president
and his associates, and to summarize as best we may their achieve-
ments. Starting with an organization meeting in December, 1924,
they have built up an association of about one hundred active
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-members stretching from the Arctic Circle to Mexico, and a
mailing and correspondence list of more than double that number
if we include the many others interested in the work but less able
to pursue it actively. The west is, ornithologically speaking,
very thinly populated, and these figures, even as compared with
the east, are very notable when. viowed from such a relative basis.
Our predecessors have brought out 18 issues of the News. They
have taken a leading part in, and in many cases have originated
the developments which have succeeded one another at Washington
for the organization and handling of banding and its returns. .
They have maintained separate records of western banding, and an :
emergency band-supply which has distributed, for the most part in
small units, some 22000 bande. They have developed at least two
standard and many special traps, and mamufactured and distributed
these and other banding supplies and adjuncts in large quantities.
Finally, the Los Angeles chapter, which hitherto has been almost
synonymous with the government of the W.B.B.A., has been and is
one of the most notable banding unite in the country, including as
it does, in its annals, the probably unparalleled achievement of
the Micheners in banding, on a city lot in the heart of Pasadena,
with no special aid or advantages, somewhere in the neighborhood
of thirty thousand separately trapped passerine birds.

20 K

Far be it from us to persuade anyone to kill a bird against
his own inclinations or principles -- we loathe the process too
heartily ourselves and deplore too strongly the callousness toward
life as such which too often dulls the senses of the collector or
zoologist. :

There are, however, three situations, for the isolated
bander in particular, when a specimen has paramount value. IFirst,
of course, when a captured bird is a great rarity, or a first
record in the region. We have saved our own good name and the life
of the bird in at least one notable case by means of life-size
photographs, but these are not sufficient in many or most cases,
and unless an authority and a collection can be reached with the
live bird the bander has the choice of collecting the specimen or
being turned down by the harasged and necessarily sceptical gentle-
men who run the big reviews and carry the weight of scientific
regponsibility on their devoted shoulders.

Second, when the bird is a "recapture" (from another station)
and represents a form whose range is doubtful or whose subspecies
are complex and not clearly delimited in arca. Here one excellent
expedient is to put the bird in a cage, or even a box with sufficient
ventilation, while a note or wire is sent to the Association asking
for the record of original banding and advice as to probable impor-
tance. The fringillids in particular are very easily kept in
captivity.



Third, when a bird is captured which is diseased. Such
specimens are ugually of very great importance, humanitarian
or scientific. Unfortunately, especially in the case of morbid
growths, even the earliest stagos of bacterial decay may confuse
the situation hopelessly, and it is extremely desirable to get
the specimen into the hands of an animal pathologist alive,
very soon after death, or perfectly preserved as in alcohol or
formalin. Therefore, in the case of unpreserved remains, while
the association will act instantly on receipt.of the specimen,
it is better to mail directly to same authority or imstitution,
such as the Hooper Research Foundation of the University of
California Medical School Second and Parnassus Avo:mes San
¥rancisco.

- The chief point of this rather long pream’ole is that when
banders care to, or feel themselves in duty bound to, collect a
specimen, this office stamds ready to idemtify, or to obtain the
best possible identification of, any bird which it receives, to
tranemit all possible information, and to make skins when the
value and condition of the specimen warrants it, either for re-
turn to the sender or permanent deposit in the Museum of Verte-
brate Zoology, as may be designated.

Freeh specimens, especially if well chilled before ship-
Ping, or even frozen, will stand a considerable shipment without
preservative, and will always be identifiable at least.
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The various efforts to band the American Coot have been
attendsd with less lavish success than was hoped for, and we
mist wait until next winter before the numbers can reach a total
which will offer reasonable chance of returning the data on
migratory habits which ths state and federal authorities need.

The Association, with the generous support and assistance
of the California Division of ¥ish and Game, chose to devote its
energies to the Los Baflos wild fowl refuge during the late winter
and early spring season. There the birds were abundant, but the
low, bare shores of the newly-created ponds, with their total
lack of cover, and the extreme comspicuousmness of the traps were
probably important adverse factors, while the abundant new and
tender spring grass, growing to waters edge, became daily a more
effective rival of the grain baits. A total of 304 birds were
banded. Many more were lost, first through early efforts to use



the condemmed fish-nets which were awvailable, but which, as was
suspected beforehand, were of too large a mesh to hold the de-
ceptively small bodies of the coot, and second through mekeshift
efforts to remedy this before the traps were finally covered,
with the exception of the tops, with chicken wire. Four somewhat
prolonged week-ends were devoted to the work by considerable
groups of banders and ornithologists from Berkeley and Davis.

The work is now suspended, as the captures at Los Bafios
became too small to justify the contimued effort and expense,
and, since most other good ground is held by duck clubs where
trapping should not be carried on during the breeding season, it
is for the moment difficult to establish a new location. We look
forward to new activities in the late summer and especially dur-
ing the coming winter, when food conditions should favor baiting.
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Due to the fact that until a few years ago the smaller
sizes of bands furnished by the Biological Survey were made soft
and rather thin, those used on scratching birds have been found
in many cases to wear out during the natural life of the birds
and doubtless, in many cases, to fall off. Teke for example
three Spotted Towhees, banded from #ix to seven and one-half
years ago; one, trapped by the writer February Sth, 1931, was
banded by E. D. Clabaugh in the same location, on November 8&th,
1924. That portion of the band carrying the first two numbers
had broken off; the remainder was attached to the leg of the
bird apparently by adhesion to the scales, and of course, was
likely to come off any day. Two others, banded by Mr. Clabaugh
August 23d, 1923 and June 2lst, 1924, were trapped by me on
February 24 and Jenuary llth, 1931, respectively. Both of these
bands were worn nearly through and would probably have dropped
off in a short time. All three bands I replaced with new ones.
Mr. F. C. Lincoln of the Biological Survey writes under date of
February 19th, 1931, "we are now using thicker aluminum, and
all bands from Size 2 up are tempered as hard as poesible, and
accordingly we believe that the bands will last longer®. TUntil
the generations of birds bearing the new bands have lived their
allotted years, it would appear that the number of these years
cannot be ascertained. Mr. Lincoln does not state the date
when the more durable bands were put into use.
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Census of Birds Banded in 1930, in the Western Province

Bared Grebe : v 1l
Pigeon Guillemot 1
Glaucous-winged Gull am
California Gull ‘ _ 1511
Frapklin Gull - . : 3000
Caspian Tern Y
Least Teran 3
Red-breasted llergansar _ 2
"Mallard . , 8
Gadwall : : . -2
Baldpate : 160
Green-winged Teal 1l
Pintail , 1846
Redhead 93&
Lesser Scaup Duck 1

Ruddy Duck 5
American Coot ko7
Marbled Godwit 1
Western Willet 1
Long-billed Curlew 1
Valley Quail . 128
Geambel Quail : 15
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Western Mourning Dove
Sharp-shinned Hawk

Western Red-tailed Hawk
Swainson Hawk

Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle

Pigeon Hawk

Desert Sparrow Hawk

Barn Owl

Long-eared Owl

Screech Owl .

Western Horned Owl

Burrowing Owl

Roadrunner A
American Three-toed Woodpecknr
Red-shafted Flicker 4
Rufous Rummingbird
- Arkansas Kingbird

Western Kingbird

Say Phoebe

Black Phosbe

Western Flycatcher

Hammond Flycatcher

Magpie

Blue-fronted Jay

California Jay

Rocky Mountain Jay
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Clarke Nutcracker
Cowbird

Yellow-headed Blackbird
San Diego Redwing
Rusty Bladcbird
Western Meadowlark
Arizona Hooded Oriole
Bullock Oriocle

Brewer Blackbird
California Purple Finch
House Finch
Gray-crowned Leucosticte
Willow Goldfinch
Green-back Goldfinch
Lawrence Goldfinch

Pine Siskin

Savannah Sparrow
Western Lark Sparrow
¥hite-crown Sparrow
¥hit e-throated Sparrow
Gambel "
Nuttall "
Puget Sound White-crowned Sparrow
Western Chipping Sparrow
Brewer Sparrow
‘Slate-colored Junco
Thurber Junco

Shufeldt Junco

.Slerra Junco

San Diego Song Sparrow
Santa Cruz Song Sparrow
Rusty n f
Lincoln Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

San Diego Towhee

Canyon Towhee

Anthony Towhee

Abert Towhee
Green-tailed Towhee
Alaska Pine Grosbeak
Black-headed Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting

Western Tanager
Western Martin

Cliff Swallow

Barn Swallow

Tree Swallow

Northern Violet Green Swallow
Bohemian Waxwing
White~-rumped Shrike
California Shrike
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Western Warbling Vireo L
Calaveras Warbler E
Lutescent " 1
Grinnell Waten Thrush 1
Tolmie Warbler 1
California Yellow Warbler . 6
Audubon Warbler - 67
Long-tailed Chat | 4
Pileolated Warbler , 22
American Redstart _ 1
Moclkingbird 95
Catbird 1
Palmer Thrasher 3
California Thrasher : : 38
Leconte Thrasher : 1
Crissal " 13
San Diego Wren 1
Cactus Wren 2
House Wren 10
Slender-billed Nuthatch -5
Red-breasted " 2
Pigmy " 2
Plain Titmouse , 26
Bailey Mountain Chickadee - 18
Long-tailed Chickadee o 1
Bushtit 11
Pallid Wren-tit 10
Ruby-crowned Kinglet : ‘ ]
Willow Thrush 1
Russet-backed Thrush 1e
Alaska Hermit n 12
Dwarf Hermit " 3
Olive-back " 6
Western Robin ) _ 28
Northern Varied Thrush 12
Western Bluebird : 1
Total Individuals ~ - - = = -« = 13,305
Total number of species and o
subspecies - - - - - - - - 136

This 1ist was compiled from 48 bander's reports, which were
sent in to the W.B.B.A. Those who banded over 500 birds are as fol-
lows: Frank Farley, 4005; Michener Station, 2768; E. W. Ehman, 1055;
4. W. Hull, 993; Mr. and Mrs. Ben Clary, 902; Ernest D. - Clmbaugh,
626; Carl Richardson, 528; E. B. McCabe, 508. ~ :

The species of which more than 500 birds were banded are as
follows: Franklin Gull, 3000; House Finch, 2766; Pintail Duck, 1846;
Gambel Sparrow, 1817; California Gull, 1511; Redhead Duck, 923.
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At the Michener Station 44 species were banded, and at
the Clary Station inCeachella Valley 36 species were banded.

Corresponding totals for the calendar year of 1929 are
173 species and 20,115 individuals. This was compiled on reports
of 60 banders. The species banded in 1930, with a few exceptions,
were of fewer numbers than previous years. ' _

" Blanche Vignos
Custodian of Reports

Experiments in Releasing Banded Birds at a distance
from Point of Capture Suggests that Individual Migrants Have
Definite Wintering Grounds.

By E. L. Sumner

From October 16, 1930 to November 22d, 1930, inclusive,
I released 100 birds trapped in Strawberry Canyon, Berkeley, at
the University of California experiment gardens. These gardens
occupy two city squares in a residence gsection of, Berkeley, about
one mile northwest of where the birds were trapped. The University
Campus, containing many trees and congiderable shrubbery is in
a direct line between Strawberry Canyon (Station A) and the gardens
(Station B). There is also a small canyon just east of LeConte
Avenue, which is nearer the spot where the birds were released
than where they were first trapped. Comprising the 100 birds were
36 Golden Crowned Sparrows (Zonotrichia coronata) 32 Fox Sparrows
(Passerella iliaca, subp.) 13 Santa Cruz Song Sparrows (Melospiza
melodia santascrucis) 11 San Francisco Brown Towhees (Pipilo
fuscus petulans) and & San Francisco Spotted Towhees (Pipilo
maculatus falcifer). Sixty-one per cent of the Song Sparrows re-
peated, 28 per cent of the Golden Crowns, and 53 per cent of the
Fox Sparrows; 38 per cent of the entire group had repeated up to
April Tth, 1931.

‘ These birds, trapped at A and released at B, repeated

as follows: Brown Towhees, 1 after 30 days; Spotted Towhees, 1
after 5 days, 1 after 51 days; Golden Crowned Sparrows, 1 after

9 days, 1 after 11 days, 1 after 14 days, 1 after 20 days, 1 after
76 days, 1 after 104 days, 1 after 105 days, 1 after 111 days, 1
after 1U3 days, 1 after 151 days; Song Sparrows, 2 after 2 days,

1 after 3 days, 1 after 8 days, 2 after 9 days, 1 after 19 days,

1 after 75 days; Fox Sparrows, 1 repeated the same day, 1 after

2 days, 2 after 4 days, 2 after 5 days, 2 after 6 days, 2 after 7
deys, 2 after 8 days, 1 after 37 days, 1 after 48 days, 1 after 71
days, 1 after 110 days, 1 after 122 days.

The ten Golden Crowned Sparrows which repeated, averaged
74 days between the date of their release at B and their recapture
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at A. The eight Song Sparrows averaged 14 days, the seventeen
Fox Sparrows averaged 25 deys, and the entire group of thirty-
eight birds which repeated, averaged 36 days.

~ In addition to the above, Fox Sparrow 470113, trapped
at A on November Yth, and released the same day at B, was re-
captured by me February 27th, on the University Campus where I
operated a trap for six days. The spot where this bird was re-
captured is about haif way between A and B, and almost in a direct
line between the two points.

Many of the birds were taken several times to B after
repeating at A. In each case the first of the figures given be-
low refers to the number of times the bird was released at B,
and the second figure indicates the number of times it repeated
at A. Song Sparrows, two birds, 4 and 3; two 3 and 2; two 2 and 2;
one 7 and 7. Golden Crowned Sparrows, two 2 and 1; two 2 and 2;
five 1 and 1; one 3 and 3. Fox Sparrows, one 5 and 5; one 4 and 3;
one 5 and U; four 2 and 1; one U4 and U; one 6 and 6; one 3 and 2;
one 2 and 1.

‘It will be noticed that although these birds were all
trapped during the post-breeding season, yet at least 38 per cent
of them returned fairly promptly to the location where they were
first trapped. It 1s prodable that a much larger percentage re-
turned but were not all recaptured. These experiments carried
out in the San Francisco Bay region corroborate similar experi-
ments in the removal of banded birds to a distance, carried on at
an earlier date in Southern California by W. M. Pierce, J. L. Cobb,
and E. L. Sumer, Jr. (See Condor 1927, Vol. 29, and 1928, Vol.
30). Other useful references to workers who, through banding,
have reached similar conclus:lona in regard to wintormg migrants
are: S. Prentiss Baldwin, Auk, XXXVIII, 1921, pp. 23 6-237;
Joseph Maillard, Condor XXXI, September-October 1929, pp. 192-195,
and Whittle and Fletcher, Auk XLI, 1924, pp. 327-333.

In view of these facts, 1t seems reasonable to suppose
that migratory birds of some species spend their winters in the
same location, and that this location is of small area -- larger
considerably than the well known "territories™ of the breeding
season, but still very constricted. In further support of this
theory is the fact that during the past six months I have trapped
two migratory birds in Strawberry Canyon, and found another dead
there, which were banded in the same canyon from five to six '
years ago by E. D, Clabaugh. Mr. Clabaugh has not banded birds
in this canyon for several years, and during that time there have
been no other banding stations or feeding tables in the immediate
vicinity wntil I began to trap last October, all of my traps being
within 200 yards of where Mr. Clabaugh used to place his. Yet -
these three birds returned to the same limited area this winter,
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and it seems reasonable to suppose that they have returned every
winter., One of the birds was a Golden Crowned Sparrow, a species
which breeds in the mountains of British Coluwubia, never in the
United States. This bird was banded by Mr. Clabaugh on February
7th, 1926. The other bird which I trapped was a Fox Sparrow of
the dark variety; the subspecies was not determined, but it cer-
tainly did not breed within 100 miles of Berkeley, and in all probdb-
abllity its breeding ground was in British Colunmbia, Mr. Clabaugh
banded it on February 224, 1925. The bird which I found dead was
a Dwarf Hermit Thrush, banded by Mr. Clabaugh November 26th, 1925.
These thrushes breed in British 001mn'bia and Alaska.

Do all, or do the ma,jority of passerine birds return to
the sams restricted area every winter, or, some winters do they
go elsewhere? 1If they go elsewhere, is their habitat of one winter
near that of the previous year, or is it many miles away? These
questions can be answered only by banding birds, and they are but
a few of the problems which will eventually be solved when we have
more banders -- banders who trap in both the summer dreeding
grounds and in the winter residence territories, and who will take
up the questions enthusiastically and in a scientific spi.rit.

Birds Banded at the Clary Station |

(Coral Reef Ranch, Coachella, Galifornia,"‘from the date
of establishment, Pebruary 28, 1929 to April 5, 1931)

Editorial Note: Mrs. Clary was kind enough to send the
following list and notes in response to our earnesi pleading.
We wish the notes were four times as long. Such a station, in
the heart of the Colorado desert, could not fall to be of the most
intense interest, while the number and variety of the species is
extraordinary and indicates resourceful end original technique.
What, we wonder, is the ratio of the birds of the cultivated desert
of today to that of the desert wildermess of y_esterday?

Mallard Duck

Pintall Duck

Sora Rail

Gambel Quail*
Band~talled pigeon
Western Mourning Dove
Barn Owl

Roadrunner*

Western Kingbird*
Ashthroated I'lycatcher*
Say Phoebe*

Black Phoebe*
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Sonora Redwing Blackbird
Western Meadowlark*
Arizona Hooded Oriole*
Bullock Oriole* :
Greenbacked Goldfinch*
Lawrence Goldfinch*
Weatern Lark Sparrow
White~Cromed Sparrow*
Gambel Sparrow®
Western Chipping Sparrow
Brewer Sparrow*
Thurbexr Junco* :
House Finch: Linpnet*
Abert Towhee*
Blackheaded Grosbeak+*
_Lasull Bunting*
Western Tanager*
-Cliff Swallow
Cedar Waxwing* :
White~-rumped Shriks*
Western Warbling Vireo*
Lutescent Warbler*
Audubon Warkler®*
Tolmie Warbler*
Longtailed Chat*
Golden Pileqlated Warblexr*
Sage Thrasher*
Western Mockingbird*
LeConte Thrasher*
Crissal Thrasher®
Cactus Wren*
Vestern House Wren*
Ruby-crowned Kinglet*
Western Robin*
Western :Blua‘bird“'
‘Total i{ndividual birds banded - -
Total species banded - - - -~ - -
Number of species caught in traps
Species banded as nestlings or
caught in other ways - - - =~ =
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* Indicates birds caught in traps.

All Linnets, Goldfinches, Chipping end Brewer Sparrows
have besn caught in water traps, for which we have used an ordinary
drop-door wire trap equipped with small copper tube through which
the water drips.
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An interesting indication of the variation in bird popula-
tion at this station from one year to another is afforded by a com-
parison of the three species most in evidence at the traps during
March.

Linnets banded in March 1930, 125, in March 1931, 1;
Green-'baclnsd Gold.finches baended in March 1930, 65;

n ] n 1931’ 82

Gambel Sparrows LA " 1930, 72;

Gambel Sparrows oo " 1931, 14,
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(The following communication from Mr, and Mrs. Joseph Wendle
of Barkerville, British Columbia, is a very important contribution to
the everlasting problem of how to band a reasonable number of wardlers.
Anyone who has had the luck to sit for howrs by their feeding table
while it is covered with almost as many bright-plumaged breeding
Audubons as it will hold, all performing the most unwarbler-like antics
with the stringy syrup, is to be envied. It is a pity that there has
been so much delay in sending the tidings to other banders. The let-
ter is quoted in part).

“In 1926 we started banding. . The Audubon
warblers were much interested and seemed particularly fond of sweets.
In 1927 two males and one female were banded. In 1928 one, and in
1929 two, males returned. This year both males were again checked
and we estimate that there are more than one hundred warblers on the
feeding board, among them some Yellow and Myrtle Warblers.

"We find that the warblers are fond of cake crumbs and meal
mixed with syrup so as to make a thick paste, (syrup alone will not do
as their feet will stick so they cannot get away). Brown sugar mixed
with almost any meal is also good. We find them feeding almost from
daylight to dark, and while we have banded only a few they are easily
taken with the Potter, or, as a matter of fact, almost any trap."
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New WBBA Two-compartment Trap
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$1.50 in the United States; $1.75 in Canada

This trap, measuring 73" x 8" x 9%, is divided into two compart-
ments each 43" wide, 8" high and 7%-" deep and is made of vertical wires
similar to most bird cages. Each compartment is provided with a drop
door and automatic treadle of the type used on the Potter traps. The
treadles are attached to the trap and counter~balanced so that the doors
will not be tripped by the jar of a bird alighting on the trap or of the
other door falling. Adjustable feet are attached so the trap will rest
firmly on any approximately plane surface. The trap is very strong,
~ being welded throughout, and is painted with a good green enamel.
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One of the greatest difficulties with which the Association must contend
is the great extent of its own territory, the dilute concentration of its mem-
bers, and the impossibility, except in perhaps two localities, of forming local
chapters or holding meetings. ~The remilt is to throw peculiar responsibility
upon the shoulders of the editors of the News, who must discover the views of
their fellows as best they may, and reflect this lucus a non lucendo as best
they can. S

Whatever affects the Bureau of Bioclogical Survey is of pecullar interest to
the Western Bird Banding Association, for the Western Bird Banding Association
is very definitely a part of the Bureau of Biological Survey. Our efficlency
depends upon its efficiency, and that of the branch to which we belong has not
been and is not likely to be questioned. But our pride is involved in the repu-
tation of the Survey as a whole, -~ to us criticism of it is not a matter of
doctrinaire speculation but of keen personal concern. If the Survey should
ceagse to exist bird-banding in America would revert to the rare, private, and
expensive old-world type, and the associations would probably cease to exist.

Therefore it behooves us more than other naturalists to ponder the situ-
ation which has been created by the great and bitter volume of criticism that
has been directed against the Survey with respect to its work and program for
the control of "predatory" animals. Thess criticisms have found utterance for
the most part in resolutions by the principal learned societiss which are con-
cerned with the higher vertebrates, in protests signed by the directors of the
larger American museums and by leading students of birds and mammals, as well
as in the livelier journalistic tiltings of such popular naturalists as Dr.

W. T. Hornaday and the New York group which has constituted itself the "Emer-
gency Conservation Committee.™ As far as mammals go the two sides of the con-
troversy are best set forth in popular style in the December, 1930, and the
April and May, 1931, issues of Outdoor Life, which is fortunately available
almost everywhere; by W.C. Henderson of the Survey and by Professor E. R. Hall
of the University of California. The case of the birds has not been so well
aired, but a paper in the current Condor, already in the hands of a large num-
ber of our members, by Dr. Linsdale, while not primarily concerned with an ex-~
emination of the work of the Survey per se, presents an admirable and rigidly
impartial review of the available evidence from California as to the fate of
the "innocent bystemder," whether bird, quadruped or human being, in the course
of a large poison campaign.

In brief, the appalling campaign of avowed extermination which it is the
intention of the Survey to launch with the ten million dollars voted for the
purpose by the last Congress is criticised as unjustified and unjustifiable
by any facts, documents or investigations demonstrative of a corresponding
livestock loss, — as depending upon "estimates® of such losses which are
childish in their dimensions and their lack of substance, —— as involving in-
evitable losses in fur and in beneficial animals to exceed the sum expended
and the stock saved, without mention of the destruction of the living capital
whence might be drawn an eternal income, -- as involving upsets in the balance
of nature so fundamental as to draw in their weke a host of consequences such
as the rodent plagues which have occurred and are occurring in Californis, -~
as being undertaken by the Survey under the leadership’ of men trained in law
or politics or promoted from the trap~line and without blological competence, --
and finally as presenting the strange picture of the Survey, itself created
tfor the study and conservation of American wild-life" abandoning both the






















































banded average about 4% per year, and we have them from practically every state
west an.d south of .Alberta. In 1927 whenwe commencedhis banding by far the
majority of the birds were Californias, while Ring-bills were in the minority.

A careful sorutiny in the last year or so makesus believe that the Ring-bills

are increasing rapidly at the expense of the Californias, that is, the Ilatter

are probably nesting in other localities while the Ring-bills are remaining in
their favorite grounds. It is unfortunate that so far we have been unable to
differentiate between the young of the two species. Onthe face of it it would
seem that this should be possible, but there are obstacles in the Via3. At band-
ing time, viz. fro~ June 18 to early in July, we find well-grown birds, just ready
to fly, in every stage of €>Towtdownto eggs just hatched -- in fact there are
always a few young just leaVing the eggs, even on our latest d.q of band.ing. This
gives us every phase of pl'UID8.ge;nd color .of down. | believe | amsafe in saying
that one can pick up twenty birds franone to twenty days old and every one has a
little  difference in coloration of the various parts. JAsthey moveabout the
island they mix up like a bunch of sheep, and even thoU8h one species might nest
in a certain sub-colony, all seemto get together during their wanderings over the
island and on their going and coming from the water. Because of this uncertainty
of species in our banding work, | suggested a few years ago that it might not be
of muchvalue to continue, but it was considered that because of the large number
of birds that could be banded so easUy. the information gained, even of the two
species, would be of valus.

The most outstanding recovery in my estimation, was a bird banded June 22,
1927, which was probably ten or twelve days old. This was shot by Major Allan
Brooks at ComoxB.C. on August 6 of the sameyear. This bird mug have gone over
the Rockies and other ranges of six or eight llundred miles, then across the chan-
nel nearly a hundred miles before reaching Vancouver Island, and it could not have
been more than 55 days old -- a remarkable feat. Someof the same dayis banding
were Killed at the same time several hundred miles north of Camrose. Why soille
should go north and somemake for the ocean is an interesting conundrum.

Another banded bird was killed by a golf-ball in flight and another picked
up a golf-ball as it rolled along the fairway, carried it to another fairway and
dropped it, when another gull picked it up. | find that the recoveries made in
the far north are by half -breeds and Indians in the majority of cases, and by
Italians in California and Mexico; tn the intermediate areas by hunters during
the open duck season.

Wehave learned a lot on our banding trips, as to the food given the young.
The greatest amount is tJade up of wormsof various kinds, principally cut-worms,
and we have also learned that farmers living within a few oiles of the island
where the gulls nest are never bothered by cut-worms. The gulls are given the
best of protection by these farmers. Franklin Gulls are just as valuable, but re-
coveries are rare in that species, probably because of their small size.!

OnJuly 18 of this year while | was in Sa.l Felipe Valley, in San Diego Co.,
California, about fifteen niles southeast of Warner Hot Springs, | discovered
the dead body of a full grown domestic cat which had evidently been killed by an
eagle. The cat was lying under an oak tree and had evidently been rather
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recently killed. Around it were signs of g life and death struggle -- patches of
fur and bunches .of feathers. Among the ],aat was a primary that had apparently
had the quill split down. The cat's méuth wag full of feathers. Also her
viscera were torn out and some substantial steaks removed from her hindgquarters.
I sent some leg feathers and the primary mentioned above %o Dr. Joseph Grinnell,
Director of the Museum of Verte'braf-e Zoclogy, Berkelsy, who identified the latter
as a primary off the left wing of .an aduit female (olden Eagle. F.B.Sumer,
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, La Jélla, California.

Mrs. Sue E. Van.Zandt, a recently enlisted bander of San Rafael, California,
allows us to publish the following description of a white, if not technically
wholly albino, juncc. Mrs. Van Zandt writes on July 20.

"I am very giad to tell you all that I ¢an about the albino junco that is
here on the Peterson's place.

I saw it first about two weeks ago. It was with three other juncos and they
all became frightened a2d flew to a pine tree across the garden.

I saw it at seven the next morning fluttering about the terrace like a little
snowflake. The three.othsr juncos were with it -- two mature and one other imma-
ture. It was being fed almost continually by its father, who had a very black
head, and the. contrast weg really comical. If was plump and healthy and snow
white, for I saw it in a perfect light; also it was not a bit afrald of me and
hopped very near, looking at me with its beady black eyes.

The other young one was much smaller and looked under-nournished or younger.
Also its feathers were not so sleek and trim and it was not so lively. It looked
like any other immature junco. They had been out of the nest at this time
several days I am sure, for the gardener said he noticed the white one about
three days before -- and also their flight was swift and true when they became
frightened."

Shortly after this Mrg. Van Zandt. ceught the. bird, and through her kindness
it was visited and examined in the hapd on Sunday, September 27, by a party of
five from the Nuseum of Vertebrate Zoology. B

With the late sunmer moul.t ‘the hesd had’ 'been set off against the immaculate
body in the most delicate tome of palegt neytral grey. Seen from a few feet the
body remained snow white, but examined very clogely the contrast between the
naturally white outer and the naturally da,rk Anner tail feathers wasg perceptible
and completed the suggestion that on the grey or black parts of the normal bird
the pigment was not quite totally absent. On the reddish-brown areas, as the
back and flanks, it was difficult to perceive any remnant of the normal pigment,
though at certain points and in certain lights it was probably possible to detect
a faint yellow, as though the normal color had been composed of a yellow and &
red, of which a negligible trace of the former had remained. The general impres-
sion was of rare and rather eerie beauty, enhanced by the absence in nature, at
least in our temperate fraction of the earth, of such a thing as a small white
passerine bird.

5 35 % Al Al ofe v sfean ook ok % K



THE ADDRESS OF THE ASSOCIATION

for all purposes, including membership and subscription to the News,
manuscripts or letters for publication, and the sale of
traps or boohs is

Western Bird Banding Association
Museun of Vertedrate Zoology
‘Berkeley, California.

Classes of L ‘ W.B.B.A. and
Membership W.B.B.A. Cooper Ormithological Club
Associate - - - - - - - - - $1.00 - - - - - - - $ 3.50
Active - - - - - - - - - - 1.00 - - - - -~ - . 3.50
Sustaining - - - - - - - - 750 = = = = = - = 10.00
Life (total, not yearly) - 50.00 - ~ - - - - = 125.00

Members outside of the United States add twenty-five cents to the
first three items of the last columm (to pay additional postage on THE
CONDCR). All classes of membership include subscription to the News,
and combined memberships with the Cooper Club include subscription to
The Condor.

TRAPS AND BOOKS

New WBBA Two-compartment Trap
' Postage Paid
$1.50 in the United States; $1.75 in Canada

This trap, measuring 73" x 8® x 9", is divided into two compart-
ments each Ui" wide, 8" high and 73" dsep and is made of vertical wires
similar to most bird cages. Each compartment is provided with a drop
door and automatic treadle of the type weed on the Potter traps. The .
treadles are attached to the trap and counter-balanced so that the doors
will not be tripped by the jar of a bird alighting on the trap or of the
other door falling. Adjustadle feet are attached so the trap will rest
firmly on any approximately plane surface. The trap is very strong,
being welded throu@out, and is painted with a good green enamel.

Michener Water (Warbler) Traps - - - - - - - - $E-00 postpaid
Four Compa.rtment Folding Potter Traps - - - - 00 1

******

Hoffman's Birds of the Pacific States - - - - 5,00 plus postage

By far the mogt useful of the west coast manuals for the beginner
and for casual field reference by the more advanced student of birds.



