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~e circumstances of our recent change of base need very
brief mention, thanks to announcementswhich Wereprinted in the
Oondoror distributed through our mailing lists. At a general
meeting held in Pa8adenaon February g the present slate of
officers was voted in with t):l.eobject of transforring the emcu-
tivo offioos of the aSBociation to' Berkeley. The reasons for
this change were manifold, but chief amongthemwere the facts
that manyof the founders anl1or,an1s~s were no longer able to
spare the time which they ba:vele:vished on the Association since
its birth in 1ges, and hope11that by the cultivation of a new
field from a local point of "fantap our membershipand activities
might be increased. .

Weventure to entertain· Beveral hopes for the future of the
WBBA.Lying closest to our hand is the fact that banding in the
san Francisco :Bay region, distinguished individual exceptions to
the contrary notwithstanding, is for the most part notable by
its absence, a fact the more regretable sinco the sameregion is
alr~ classic ground for. the older branches of omi tholo§'.
Moredifficult of achieveme1'1t,but desirable in the highest de-
gree is the cultivation of bandinghand in hand with the ornitho--
logical developmentof the nor'tbwest. Here is the one field in
tho United Statos Wherebanding ~ still have its snare in the
pioneer work, for if Within our national boundaries there still
remains a terra incognita, speaking bird-wise, it lies in Wash-
ington and Oregon. l3andingthere has alrea.d1'brQkenimportant
graund aJ:ldplqed a considerable part in one important recent
develOpment,---Grtnnellls separation of the nutalli and p'Ulietensis
forms of Zonotrichia leucophrYs. If we judge riiJ;ltly of sam
of the new stationa, this is the country to _tch during the next
decade. Last, and perhaps nearest to our heart is the hope tbat
banding has a great and immediatetuttlre in professional omi tho-
logy, and that its indispensable value as a techniq'U8for the
stuc1Tof populations, areas, territories, local movementsand in-
dividual relationships, alreaCb"well-established in the west in
the wolk of Price and others on the Stanford OaPI,pUsand of Mis.
Erikson on the wren-tits of ~tbe ~on near Berkelel, w111
win richer profits for the science of birds than have accrued
from the necessarily haphazard banding of the past. In all
directions and at all times DISl' this office, and through it the
facilities of the museumwhosehospitality it enJoys, b. utilized
to the fullest possible degree by western banders, membersand
non-members,as an aid to the greatest developnent of all material
and all records.

It remain, only to· bid fare.~llto the ret1rl~ president
and his aaaooiatea, and to 8UIIJ&1'1.eas be.tw. JDal' their achieve-
ments. Starting with an organization meeting in December,1924,
they have bu.1lt 'Upan association of about one hundred active



·members stretching from the .Arctic Circle to Mexico, and a
mailirJg and correspondence list of more than double that number
if we include the many others interested in the work but less able
to pursue it.actively. The west is I ornithologically speaking,
very thinly populated, and these figures i even as compared with
the east ,are very notable when.viowedfrom such a relative basis.
Our predecessors have brought OI1t18 lssuesof the News. They
have taken a leading part in, and in .manycases have originated
the developments which bave succeeded one another at WashiDgton
for the organization and handling of banding and its returns.
They bave maintained separate records of western bandiDg, and an]
emergency band-supp17 which has distributed, for tb.e most part. in
small uni ts, some 22000 bands. They bave developed at least two
standard and many special traps, and marmfactured and distributed
these and other banding supplies and adjuncts in large quanti ties.
Finally, the Los .Az)geleschapter, which hitherto has been almost
syncnymouswith the government .of theW.B.B •.1., has been and is
one of the most notable bandag units in the country, including as
it does, in its annals, the pro\all17 unparalleled achievement of
the Michenere in banding, on a city- lot in the heart of Pasadena,
with no special aid or advanta,;es, saD811herein the neighborhood
of thirty thousand separately trapped passerine birds.

Far be it from us to persuade anyone to kill a bird agains t
his own inclinations or principles -- we loathe the process too
heartily ourselves and deplore too strongly the callousness toward
life as such which too often d~ls the senses of the collector or
zoologist.

There are, however, three .1tuations, for the isolated
bander in particular, when a specimen bas Paramou.nt value. First,
of course, when a captured bird is a great rarity I or a first
record in the region. Wehave saved our owngood nameand the life
of the bird in at least one J1.ot.ablecase by means of .lif8-s1ze
photographs ,but thess are not eu.tfioient in, ~ or mOlt cases,
and unless an authority and a coll~tion oan be reached with the
livo bird the bander bas the c:b,oiceof collecting the spec1lX18nor
be1I1g turned downby the harassed andnecef.3sarily scepticaJ,. gentle-
men who run the big reviews ,ad carry the weight of scientific
responsibility on their devoted Shoulders.

Second, an the bt,rd is a "recapture" (framanother station)
and represents a form 'Whoserange h doubtful or whos8subspecies
are complex and not clearly delimited in area. Here one excellent
expedient is to put the bird 'in a cage, or even a box with sufficient
ventilation, while a note or wire is sent to the Association asking
for the record of original banding and advice as to probable impor-
tance. '!he fringillids in particular are very easily kept in
captiVity.



Third, whena bird is captured which is diseased. Such
specimensare usually of verr great importance, l:xuma.nitarian
or scientifie. Unfortunately, especially in the caso of morbid
growths, even the earliest st8&osof bacterial dG~ may.confuse
the situation hOpelessly, and it i. extremely desirable to get
the speoimeninto the hands of an an1malpathologist alive,
verT SOOB atter death, or perfectly preserved as in alcohol or
formalin. Therefore,in the case of unpreserved remains, while
the association will act instantly on receipt. of the specimen,
it i8 better to mail directly to SC1D8 authority or institution,
such as the HooperReMarchJ'oundationof the universi tyot
California MedicalSchool, Seoondand Parnassua A.venues,San
hancisco.

Thechief point of this ra.ther long preamble is that When
banders care to, or feel them4Jelve8in duty bound to,oollect a
spec1men,thisoffices taad. ~ to identify, or to obtain the
best pos8ible identification of, azJl' bird which it receivos, to
transmit all po,sible 1Dforma'tiion , and to makeskina whenthe
value am condition of ths speCimenwarrants it, either for re-
turn to tbe sender or pe:I"IDaMntdepositin the Museumof Verte-
brate Zoology, as ~ be designated.

Fresh specimens, especially if well chilled before ship-
ping, or even frozen, will stand a considerable shipmentwithou.t
preservative, and Will alwqs be identifiable at least.

Thevarious efforts to band the AmericanOoothave been
attended with less lavish success than washoped for, and we
mu.stwait until next winte:rbefore the m:miberscan reach a total
whichwill offer reasonable chance of returning the data on
migratory habits which the state and federal authorities need.

The.AsSOciation,with the generous support &1\dassistance
of the Oaliforn1aDivision of Jish and Geme,choseto elevote its
energies to tlle Loe Beitoswild fowl refuge du.r1ngthe late winter
and early spring season. There the birds were abundant, but the
low, bare mores of the n8wly-created ponds, with their total
lack of cover, and the extremeconspicuousnessof the t raps were
probably important adverse factors, while the abundant newand
tender spring grass, growing to waters edge, becamedaily a more
effective rivalot the grain baits. A total of 304 birds were
banded. MaD7morewere lost, first through early efforts to use



the condemnedfish-nets which were available, but whioh, as was
suspected beforehand, were of too large a mesh to hold the de-
ceptively small bodies of the coot, and second through DBkeshift
efforts to reme~ this before the traps were finally covered,
with the exception of the tops, with chicken wire. Four sOJnewhat
prolonged week-ends were devoted to the work by considerable
groups of banders and ornithologists from Berkeley and Da.vi••

The work is now suspended, as the captures at Lo. 1lfiii.os
became too small to jus tify the continued effort and ezp8nse,
and, since most other good ground is held by duck clubs where
trapping should not be carried on du.ring the breeding •• ason, it
is for the momentdifficult to establish a new location. We look
forward to new activities in the late summerand especially dur-
ing the caning winter, when food conditions should favor baiting.

Due to the fact that until a few years ago the smaller
sizes of bands furnished by the Biological SUrveywere made soft
and rather thin, those used on scratching birds have been found
in ma.nycases to wear out du.ring the natural life of the birds
and doubtless, in ma.nycases, to falloff. Take for example
three Spotted Towhees, banded from six to seven and one-half
years ago; one, trapped by the writer F~bruary 5th, 1931, _s
banded by E. D. Clabaugh in the same location, on November8th,
1924. That portion of the band carrying the first two numbers
had broken off; the remainder was attached to the leg of the
bird apparently by adhesion to the scales I and of course, was
11ke1y to comeoff a:ny~. Twoothers, banded by Mr- Clabaugh
August 23d, 1923 and June 21st, 1924, were trapped by me on
February 2d and January 11th, 1931, respeotive1y. Both o-f these
bands were worn nearly through and would probably have dropped
off in a short time. All three bands I replaced with new ones.
Mr. F. C. Lincoln of the Biological Survey writes under date of
February 19th, 1931, "we are nowusing thicker aluminum, and
all bands from Size 2 'l1P are tempered as hard as possible, and
accordingly we believe that the bands will last longerft• Until
the generations of birds bearing the neVTbands have lived their
allotted years, it would appear that the n'Ulllberof these years
cannot be ascertained. Mr. Lincoln does not state the date
when the more durable bands were put in to use.



.red Grebe
Pigeon Guillemot
Gl$:uC0U8-wiDged Gull
Cal1forn1a. Gull
J'raDkl1n Gull
Casp ian Tern
Least Tern
:Red-breasted Merganaer
Mallard
Qadqll
Beldpate
Green-lI'1D&ed Teal
Pintail
:Redhead
Lesser Scaup Du.ck
Ru.d.<tr Du.ck
.American Coot
Marbled Godwit
Western Willet
Long-billed Curlew
Valle7 Quail ,
Gambel QpaU
Western MourniDg Dove
Sharp-shinned Hawk
We.tern Red-tailed Hawk
Swaineon Jlawk
J'errtJ8inoU8 Rough-legged B'awk:
Golden llagle
Pigeon Hawk:
Desert Sparrow Hawk
:Barn Owl
Long-eared Owl
Screech Owl
Western Horned Owl
BI1rrowiJ1i Owl
Roadrunner
American fbree-toed Woodpecker
Red-shafted Flicker
RufOUBBuumi~bird
.A.rkansa. Kingbird
Western Kingbird
Say Phoebe
Black Phoebe
Western Flycatcher
HammondFlycatcher
Magpie
Blue-fronted Jay
California Jq
Rocky Mountain J~

1
1

,241
1511
3000

4
3
2
8
2160, 1

1846

i~
40~

1
1
1

128
1532
4
2

.~

1
10
3
1

22
1

~
1
1
4
1
1
4
8
4
4
1
6

2592
9



Olarke NUtcracker
Cowbird
Yellow-headed Blackbird
San Diego Redwing
RuB ty Black b 1rd
Western Meadowlark
Arizona Hooded Oriole
Bullock Oriole
Brewer Blackbird
California Purple Finch
House Finch
Gr~-crowned Leucosticte
Willow Goldfinch
Green-back Goldfinch
Lawrence Goldfinch
Pine Siskin
Savannah Sparrow
Western Lark Sparrow
White-crown Sparrow
lfhite-throated Sparrow
Gambel "
NUttall "
Paget Sound Whi te-erowned Sparrow
Western Chipping Sparrow
Brewer Sparrow
Slate-colored Junco
Thurber JUnco
Shufeldt JUnco
Sierra Junco
San Diego Song Sparrow
Santa Cruz Song Sparrow
Rusty " n
Lincoln Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
San Diego Towhee
Canyon Towhee
An thony Towhee
Abert Towhee
Green-tailed Towhee
Alaska Pine Grosbeak
Black-headed Gro sbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Western Tanager
Western Martin
Cfiff-Swallow
:Barn Swallow
t.rree Swallow
Northern Violet Green Swallow
Bohemian Waxwizl&
White-rumped Shr1ko
Calif ornia Shrike

9
5
1

18
116

48
52

173
60

2790
1

129
203

1
399

2
6

10
1

1817
S3
2

20
6
3166

198
2216541
25253799
529092
1
8

94
3

34
1
6
4

15
2a
1
5



Western Warbling Vireo
Calaveras Warbler
Lute scent II

Grinnell Waten Thrush
Tolmie Warbler
California Yellow Warbler
Audubon Warbler
Long-tailed Chat
Pileolated Warbler
American Redstart
Mockingbird
Catbird
Palmer Thrasher
California ThraSher
Leconte Thrasher
Crissal II

San Diego Wren
Cactus Wren
House Wren
Slender-billed Nuthatch
Red-breasted II

Pigmy II

Plain Titmouse
Bailey Mountain Chickadee
Long-tailed Chickadee
:Bu.shtit
Pallid Wren-tit
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Willow Thrush
Russet-backed Thrush
Alaska Hermit II

Dwarf Hermit "
Olive-back n
Western Robin
Northern Varied Thrush
~estern Bluebird

Total Individuals - - - .. - - -
Total number of species and

subspecies - - .. - - - - -

4

l~
1
1
667
4

22
1

95
1
338
1
13
1
2

10
5
2
2

26
18
1

11
10
8
1

12
12

~
28
16
16

16,306
136

This list was compiled from 48 bander's reports, which were
sent in to the 'iT.B.B.A. Those who banded over 500 birds are as fol-
lows: Frank Farley, 4005; Michener Station, 2768; E.1f. Ehman, 1055;
A. i7. Hull, 993; Mr. and Mrs. Ben Clary, 902; Ernest D. -Clabaugh,
626; Carl Richardson, 528; E. B. MoCabe, 508. .

The species of which more than 500 birds were banded are as
follows: Franklin Gull, 3000; House Finch, 2766; Pintail Duck, 1846;
Gambel Sparrow, 1817; California Gull, 1511; Redhead Duck, 92}.



At the Michener station 44 species were banded, and at
the Clary Station inCoaChe11aValley 36 species were banded.

Corresponding totals for the calendar year of 1929 are
173 species and 20,115 individuals. This was compiled on reports
of 60 banders. The species banded in 1930, with a few exceptions,
were of fewer numbers .than previ ous years.

:Blanche Vignos
Custodian of Reports

Experiments in Releasing :Banded:Birds at a distance
from Point of Capture Suggests that Individual. Migrants Have

Definite Wintering Grounds.

:By E. L.Sumner

From October 16, 1930 to November22d, 1930, inclusive,
I released 100 birds trapped in Strawberry Canyon, :Berkeley, at
the University of California experiment gard.ens. These gardens
occupy two city squares in a residence section of, :Berkeley, about
one mile northwest of where the birds were trapped. The Universitr
Campus, containing many trees and consid~rable Shrubbery is in
a direct ..1inebetween Strawberry CanYon.(Stat1on A) and the gardens
(Station :B). There is also a small canyon just eas~ of LeConte
A.venue, which is nearer the spot where the birds were released
than where they were first trapped. Comprising tbe 100 birds were
36 Golden CrownedSparrows (Zonotrichia coronata) 32 Fox Sparrows
(Passerel1a il1aca, subp.) 13 Santa cruz Song Sparrows(Me1ospiza
malod1e. sentaecrueis) 11 San J'rancisco :BroomTowhees (Pipilo
fuscus petulans) and 8 San Francisco Spotted Towhees (Pipilo
maculatus f&lciter). Sixty-one per ce~t of the Song Sparrows re-
peated, 28 per cent of the Golden Crowns, and 53 per cent of the
Fox Sparrows; 38 per cent of the entire group had repeated up to
April 7th, 1931.

These birds, trapped atJ, and released at :B, repeated
as foilows: :BrownTowhees, 1 after 30 days; Spotted Towhees, 1
after 5 dqs, 1 after 51 days; Golden CrownedSparrows, 1 after
9 days, 1 after 11 dqs, 1 after 14 days, 1 after 20 days, 1 after
76 dqs, 1after 3,04 days, 1 after 105 dqs, 1 after 111 days, 1
after 143 days, 1 after 151 ~s; Song Sparrows, 2 after 2 days,
1 after 3 days, 1 after 8 dars, 2 after 9 days, 1 after 19 days,
1 after 75 days; Fox Sparrows, 1 repeated the same day, 1 after
2 days, 2 af.ter 4 days, .2 after 5 days, 2 after 6 days, 2 after 7
da;rs, 2 after 8 days, 1 after 37 days, 1 after 48 days ,1 after 71
days, 1 after 110 days, 1 after 122 days.

The ten Golden CrownedSparrows Which repeated, averaged
74 days between the date of their release at :Band their recapture



at .A.. The eight SongSparrowsaveraged 14 da;ys, the seventeen
Fo%Sparrowsaveraged 25 days, and the entire group of thirty-
eight birds which repeated, averaged 36 da;ys.

. In a4dit1~ to ·theabove, JO%Sparrow410113, trapped
at A on NO't'ember4th, and released the same·dal' at :B,was re-
captllred by' meJebruary 21th, on the Universit70a.mpwJ1rhere I
operated a trap for siz days. The spot where this bird was re-
captured is about.ha1f waybetweenA and :B, and almost in a direct
line between the tWopoints.

Manyof the birds were taken several times to :Bafter
repeating at A. In ee.chcase the first of the figures given be-
low refers to theixulllber of 'times the bird was released at :B,
and the second figure ind1cates the numberof times it repeated
at A. SongSparrows, two birds, 4 and 3; two 3 and 2; two 2 and 2;
one 1 and 1. GoldenOrownedSparrows, two 2 and 1; two 2 and 2;
five 1 and 1; one 3 and 3. 1'0%Sparrows, one 5 and 5; one 4 and 3;
one 5 and 4; four 2 and 1; one 4 and 4; one 6 and 6; one 3 and 2;
one 2 and 1.

.It will be noticed thatal thoU&bthese birds were all
trapped during the post-bree41ngseason, 78t at 1eaet 38 per cent
of them returned fair17 prompt17'to the location where they were
first trapped. It is probable that a muchlarger percentage re-
turned but were not. all i"ecaptured. !hese experiment's carried
out in the san Jrancisco13ay region corroborate similar experi-
ments in the removal of banded birds to a distance, carried on at
an earlier date in Southern Oalifornia b7 I.M. Pierce, J .L. Oobb,
and E. L. S'u=ler, Jr. (See Oondor1927, Vol. 29, and 1928, Vol.
30). Other ·usefULreferences to workers who, throU&bbanding,
have reached similar conclusions in regard to wintering migrants
are: S.Prentiss :Ba1dw1J:1.,Auk, XXXVIII,1921, pp~ 236-231;
Joseph Maillard, Oondor'XXXI,September-October1929, PP. 192-195;
and Whittle and lletcher, .A.ukXLI, 1924, pp. 327-333.

In view of these facts, it seemsreasonable to suppose
that migratory birds of somespecies spend their winters in the
samelocation., and that. this location is of sma11area,:",- larger
considerably than the well 'known"territories" of the breeding
season, but still Tery constricted. In further support of this
theory is the fact that during the past siX months I have trapped
two migratory birds in Strav'ber~ Cq'on, and found another dead
there, Whichwere banded in th$ sameCanTonfrom five to six
years ago b7 !l.D. OlabaU8h.Mr. Olabau8hbas not banded.birds
in this canyon for several years, and during that t1methere llave
been no other banding stations or feeding tables in· the tnmed1ate
vicinity until I began to trap last October, all ofmr traps being
within 200 yards of whereMr.Olabaugb used to place his. Yet
these three birds returned to the samelimited area this winter,



and it seems reasonable to suppose that they have returned, every
winter. One of the birds was a Golden CrownedSparrow, a species
which breeds in the mountains of British ColuDlbia, never in the
United States. This bird was banded bY'Mr. Clabaugh 011 Februat'Y'
7th, 1926. The other bird which I trapped was a Fox Sparrow of
the dark variety; the subspecies was not determined, bUt it cer-
tainly did not breed within 100 miles of BerkBlq, and in all prob-
ability its breeding ground was in British Col'U!libia. Mr. Clabaugh
banded it on February 22d, 1925. The birdwhieb I found dead was
a Dwarf Hermit Thrush, banded by Mr. ClabaU&bNovember26th, 1925.
These thrushes breed in British Columbia and·.Alasm.

Do all, or do the majority of passerine birds return to
the same restricted area every winter,or, somewinters do they
go elsewhere? If they go elsewhere, is their habitat of one Winter
near that of ,the previous year, or is it ma117 miles aW8Tt These
questions can be answered only by banding birds, and they are but
a few of the problems which will eventually'be solved when we have
more banders -- banders who trap in both the, 8'UDIDS:t breeding
grcnmds and in the winter residence territories, and who will take
up the questions enthusiastically and in a scientific spirit.

Bird.s Banded at the Clary Stat ion

(Coral Reef Ranch, Coachella, California, !from the date
of establishment, February 28, 1929 to April 5,' 1931)

Editorial Note: Mrs. Clary was kind en,o;l18h.to ,send the
following list and notes in response to our eatne~.t plea.ding.
Wewish the notes were four times as long. SUCha station, in
the heart of the Colorado desert, could not fail to be of the most
intense interest, while the number and. variety of th~ species is
extraordinary and indicates resourceful and ot;lginal teehnique.
What, we wonder, is the ratio of the birds of 'the cultivated desert
of to~ to that of the desert wilderness of Y,esterdaY?

Mallard Duck
Pintail Duck
Sora Rail
GambalQuail.
Band-tailed pigeon
Western Mourning Dove
Barn Owl
Roadrunner·
Western Kingbird.
Ashthroated n:rca tcher.
Say Phoebe.
Black Phoebe.



Sonor.aRed1r1q 31ackbird
We8ternKeadQwlar~
Arizona Booded Oriole.
Bullock Qriol••
Greeuback8d.,Goldfinch·
La~ Gold:t1nch.
Western Lark $p8no1r
Ihi te-orOWDedSpa,now*
Qembel Spanoo,..,
Western Cb1D1zagSparrow
Erewer Sparrow.
Thur'beI'J'uDoo·
House Jbobs Li~t·
Abert Towhee.
Blacld1eac1ed Gro,)eak*
,Lazuli Bunt~
Westel'D1'aaaBBr.

,911ff Swallow
Cew l'u.w1n~
l1h1te-rumpeclShr1k8.
Western Warbling Vireo.
Lutescent Warbler*
AudubonWarbler.
Tolm1eWaroler*
Longtaile4 Chat·
Golden P~1eq1at,edl'arbler.
Sap !braSher·
Vestern Mockingbird.
LeConte ~.asher..
Cris,8al .J.~asher.
Cactus wi,en.
l1estern Rouae \1ren·
RUQ1-Qrowne4 Xlnilet.
We.tem 1,iobin.
"estern :Blueb1rd. ,. .

,Tot~ 'lnd1vidual birds banded-
Total sPecies banded - - - -
Numberof species caU8ht in traps
Species banded a8 nestlings or

caught in other wqs

2
6
588

206
1

10
7513

25
21
2

182
127
11
2

13
1
2
4
1
2

12
1

~
1

30
114
5
1
1
2

l.~$
37

All Linnets, Goldfinches, Chipping and:Brewe1"Spat"rowl
have been caught in water traps, tor which we have u_d aD. ordinary
drop-door wire trap equipped with amall copper tube through which
the water drips.



.An interesting indication of the variation in bird popula-
tion at this station from one year to another is afforded by a com-
parison of the three species most in evidence at the traps during
March.

L~nnets banded in March 1,930, 125; in March 1931, 1;
Green-backed Goldfinches banded in March 1930, 65;

"11 " "It" 19)1, 82;
Gamba1Sparrows 11 n It 1930, 72;
Gamba1Sparrows "II" 1931, 14.

(The following communication from Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wendle
of :Barkervil1e, :British Columbia, is a very important contribution to
the e"(er1asting problem of how to band a reasonable number of warblers •
.Anyonewho has had the luck toei t for hours by their feeding table
while it is covered with almost as many bright-plumaged breeding
Audubons as it will hold, all performing the most unwarbler-like antics
with the stringy syrup, is to be envied. It is a pity that there has
been so much d,elay in sending the tidings to other banders. The let-
ter is quoted in part).

"In 1926 we started banding.-------------. The Audubon
warblers were much interested and seemed particularly fo~d of sweets.
In 1927 two males and one female were banded. In 1928 one, and in
1929 two, maies returned. This year both males were again checked
and we estimate that there are more than one hundred warblers on the
feeding board, among them some Yellow and Yyrt1e Warblers.

"Wefind that the n-arblers are fond of cake crumbs and meal
mixed With syrup so as to make a thick paste, (syrup alone will not do
as their feet will stick so they cannot get away). :Brownsugar mixed
with almost any meal is also good•. Wefind them feeding almost from
daylight to dark, and \'f'hile we have banded only a few they are easily
taken with the Potter, or, as a matter of fact, almost any trap.1I



tor all purposes, 1;lclUd111gmembershipand subscription to the News,
manuscripts or Letters tor publteation, and the sale of

ttaps or books,is

Western !ird BandingAssociation
Museumof Vertebrate Zoology

!erlmley, California.

Classes ot
Membership-

W.B.13•.A..and
Cooper Ornithological Club

AssQciate - - - - - - $ 1.00 - • - - - -
,Active - - - - - - - 1.00 - - - - - -
Sustaining - - - 7.50 - - - - - -
Lite (total, not yearly) - 50.00 - - - -

$ 3.503.50
10.00

125.00

Membersoutside ot the United states add twenty-five cents to
the first three items of the last column(to pay additionalposta~
on THECONDOR).If 9. o. C. dues have been paid direct, remit d1f-
ference to 1t'.13.13•.1. .All classes of membershipinclude sUbscription
to the News, an4 combtnedmembershipswith the CooperClub include
subscription to The Condor.

NewQB.A.Two-compartment!rap
LowPrice Postage' :Paid

$1.50 in the United States; $1.75 in Canada

This trap, measuring 7!" x 8" x 9", is divided into two compart-
ments each 41" wide, 8" high and 7!" deep and is madeof vertical wires
similar to most bird cages. Each compartmentis provided with a drop
door and automatic treadle of the type used on the Potter traps. The
treadles are attached to the trap and cO'\mter-balancedso that the doors
w111not be tripped by the jar of a bird alighting on the trap or of the
other door falling. J.d.justable feet are attached so the trap will rest
firmly on any approximately plane surface. The trap is very strong,
being welded throughout, and is painted with a good green enamel.
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ODeof the greatest difficulties with which the Association must contend
is the great extent of its ownterritory, the dilute concentrati-on of its mem-
bers, and the impossibility, except in perhaps two localities, of forming local
chapters or holdmg meetiDg8e . !he ·reW1t ilf totb.rOw peculiar responsibility
upon the shoulders of the editors of the News, whomust discover the views of
their fellows as best they lDlq, and reflect this luc'UBa non lucendo as beet
they can. - - --

Whatever affects the .:BurMu..Qf13iol4llgicalSurvqis of peculiar interest to
the Western :Bird :Banding.A.ssociation,tor the Western :Bird :BandingAhociation
is very definitely a par~,f>t· ~ __ :eau .ot BiolO&ical Survq. Our efficiency
depends upon its efficieDC7, an.d that of ~br8nchto which we belong has not
been and is not l1ke17 to be questioned. :Bu.tour pride isinvol ved in the repu-
tation of:the Survq as a whole, -- to us criticism of it is not a matter of
doctrinaire speculation but of keen perscmal concern. It the Survey should
cease to exist bird-banding in .Americawould revert to the rare, private, and
expensive old-world type, and the associations wouldprobably cease to exist.

Therefore it behooves us more tl:\aDother naturalists to ponder the situ-
ation which has been created by the great and bitter volume of criticism that
has been directed against the Survey withreepect to its work:and program for
the control of "predatory' animals. !Ihese criticisms have found utterance for
the most part in resolutions by the principal learned societies which are con-
cerned with the higher vertebrates, in protests signed by the directors of the
larger .Americannmseumsand by leading s'udents of birds and mammals,as well
as in the livelier journalistic tilt1Dgs of such popular naturalists as Dr.
w. T. Horna.dq and the NewYork gro'Upwhich has constituted itself the "Dner-
gency Conservation Committee.a As far as mammalsgo the two sides of ,the con-
troversy are best set forth in popular style in the December,1930, and the
April and May, 1931, issues of Outdoor Life, which is fortunately available
almost everywhere; by W.C.Henderson of the Survq and by Professor E. R. Ball
of the University of California. 'lhe case of the birds has not been so well
aired, but a paper in the current Condor, already in the lands of a large num-
ber of our members, by Dr. Linsdale, while not primarily concerned with an ex-
amination of the work of the Survey per ,!!., presents an admirable aDd rigidly
impartial review of the available evidence from Cali fornia as to the fate of
the -innocent bystander," whether bird, quaQ1"upedor humanbeing, in the course
of a large poison campaign.

In brief, the appalling campaign of avowed9xterniination which it is the
intention of the Survey to launch with the ten million dollars voted for the
purpose by the last Congress is criticised as unjustified and unjustifiable
by ~ facts. documents or invest1gat1C1l8 demonstrative of a corresponding
li "gestock108S, - as depending upon "estimates n of such 10.88s which are
childish in their dimensions and their lack of substance, -- as involving in-
evi table losses in fur and in beneficial animals to exceed the sumexpended
and the stock saved, without mention of the destruction of the living capital
whencemight be drawn an eternal income, -- as involving upsets in the balance
of nature so f'lmdamental as to draw in their wakea. host of consequences s1,1Ch
as the rodent pl~es which have occurred and a.re occurring in Californ1a, --
as being undertaken by the Sw-vey'U11de1' ~e leadet"ship' of mentramed 1Dlaw
or politics or promoted from the trap-line and·withOllt biological competence,
and finally as presenting the strange picture of the Surv~, itself created
tlfor the st~ and conservation of "ri~ wild-life" abandoning both the





































banded average about 4% per year, and we have them from practically every state
west an.d south of .Alberta. In 1927 whenwe commencedthis banding by far the
majority of the birds were Californias, while Ring-bills were in the minority.
A careful sorutiny in the last year or so makes us believe that the Ring-bills
are increasing rapidly at the expense of the Californias, that is, the latter
are probably nesting in other localities while the Ring-bills are remaining in
their favorite grounds. It is unfortunate that so far we have been unable to
differentiate between the young of the two species. On the face of it it would
seem that this should be possible, but there are obstacles in the VIa:3. At band-
ing time, viz. fro~ June 18 to early in July, we find well-grown birds, just ready
to fly, in every stage of €>Towthdownto eggs just hatched -- in fact there are
always a few young just leaVing the eggs, even on our latest d.q of band.ing. This
gives us every phase of pl'UlD8.geand color .of down. I believe I am safe in saying
that one can pick up twenty birds franone to twenty days old and every one has a
little difference in coloration of the various parts. .As they moveabout the
island they mix up like a bunch of sheep, and even thoU8h one species might nest
in a certain sub-colony, all seem to get together during their wanderings over the
island and on their going and coming from the water. Because of this uncertainty
of species in our banding work, I suggested a few years ago that it might not be
of muchvalue to continue, but it was considered that because of the large number
of birds that could be banded so easUy. the information gained, even of the two
species, would be of val us.

The most outstanding recovery in my estimation, was a bird banded June 22,
1927, which was probably ten or twelve days old. This was shot by Major Allan
Brooks at ComoxB.C. on August 6 of the same year. This bird must have gone over
the Rockies and other ranges of six or eight llundred miles, then across the chan-
nel nearly a hundred miles before reaching Vancouver Island, and it could not have
been more than 55 days old -- a remarkable feat. Someof the same day I S banding
were killed at the same time several hundred miles north of Camrose. Why s01Ile
should go north and somemake for the ocean is an interesting conundrum.

Another banded bird was killed by a golf -ball in flight and another picked
up a golf-ball as it rolled along the fairway, carried it to another fairway and
dropped it, when another gull picked it up. I find that the recoveries made in
the far north are by half -breeds and Indians in the majority of cases, and by
Italians in California and Mexico; tn the intermediate areas by hunters during
the open duck season.

Wehave learned a lot on our banding trips, as to the food given the young.
The greatest amount is tJade up of wormsof various kinds, principally cut-worms,
and we have also learned that farmers living within a few oiles of the island
where the gulls nest are never bothered by cut-worms. The gulls are given the
best of protection by these farmers. Franklin Gulls are just as valuable, but re-
coveries are rare in that species, probably because of their small size.1I

OnJuly 18 of this year while I was in Sa..'l Felipe Valley, in San Diego Co.,
California, about fifteen niles southeast of Warner Hot Springs, I discovered
the dead body of a full grown domestic cat which had evidently been killed by an
eagle. The cat was lying under an oak tree and had evidently been rather



recently killed. ~ound it were. 8igns .of ",l.ife and death struggle --patches of
fur and bunches.of feathers •. Anxmg t:h~'1,a!lt,1ra8.,.Ii'pr~ that had apparently
had the quill split down. The cat t, ,DIOV.th wa. f'l?110.f'feathers. Also her
viscera were torn out and some substantial. ste~ removed from her hindq'Jarters.
I sent some leg feathers au.dthepr~ ~~tlo~.s. above ~Q Dr. Joseph Grinnell,
Director or the Museumat 'e*te'bl'ale~91oQ',.Jer1tJr6y,Wb.o identified the latter
as a primary off the left wing ot .&.na4~ t .tf.tDlal~ I10ldenEagle. J.13.Sumnert
Scripps Institution of OceanographY,L8.J611a, ·California.

Mrs. SUeE. Van,ZeD4t, a recently enlisted bander of San Rafael, California,
allows us to p~'bll~·'t!i'tollowi~ descri~t~n of a white, if not technically
wholly albino~juncc.1Irs~ Van ZSndt writes 'on July 20.

"I am ve't7 glad to tell ,.ou all that I can about the albino junco that is
here on the Peterson Is place. .

I saw it first A,bouttwo weeks ago. n was with three other Juncos and they
all became frigntene~ a~d flew to a pine tree across the garden.

I .saw itatlJeven the next mornlDi flutte~ing about the tlnTace like a little
snowf'l.a. Tb,e·t~ee ;o~her JU1'.lCoewere 'tri,th it -- two :mat~e and one other iIIlD&-
ture.n was 'boini; t'ed,alwost cont.~ll by it. father, whohad a ve17 black
head, e:q.dthe contjo",sfiYas, ;-e&1l.1'.eo*al. '.It was plump,and heal t~ end snow
white, for I'saw it il:i a'Perfect ligbt; also it was not a bit afrald of me and
hopped very near, looking at mewith its be~ black eyes.

The other y01mgone was much,.-J,ler ujiJ.ookBd 1mder-nournished or younger.
Also its feathers were not so sleek an.dtriD1and it was not so lively. It 100ed
like any other immature j1mco. The,. had been out of the nest at this time
several dqs I am sure, for the prdtner eaid, he noticed the "hi te 'one about
three days before - and also their f't:t.ght lra8switt and true when the,. became
frightened."

Shortly after t1).ie,M1;"s.tan Zandtce..t ..the ..bird, and t~oU&bher kindness
it "as visited tmd., e~ned in the ~4 <inSunday, September 27, b7 a party of
five trom the Museumot Vertebrate ZOQ~()~ •.

With the l,ate S1,1DIDer mo~t the l'1eaa had;p(l~ set off against the immaculate
bo~ in themo.t deltcate \tone 6fi>al".t ~8'\l-t.r~~ey. Seen from a tew feet the
body remaine4,s~ow White,. bUt e"J8Uitned'YOn' closely the contras~ between the
naturally whi,te outer and· the uatur$liy derk~~er taU fe.therllwas perceptible
and completed the suep8 t1on that on tba r;rv orbtack parts of the normal bird
the pigment "as not quite totally absent •. On the reddish-brown areas, as the
back and nankl, it va. difficult to percC'.lve8D1'remnant of the normal pigment,
though at certa1J:i points and in certain light, it .was probably possible to detect
a faint yellow, as though the normal. color had been composedof a ,.e1low and a
red, of \7hich a negligible trace of the forme:t had remained. The general impres-
sion was ofrar~ and rather eerie be&'\1t7.enbanCed by' the absence 1Dnature, at
least in our temperate fraction of the earth, of such a thing as a small White
passerine bird.



for all purposes, inclug.ing ~mbershlp and subscription to the News,
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trapso~ books, is

Western!ird!ap.d1n~ Asllociation
MU8e~ of Vertebra.te Zoology

Berkeley J California.

Olasses of
Membership

W.l3.!.A. and
Cooper Ornithological Club

l

Associate - - - - - -
Active - - - - - - - -
Sustaining - - - -
Life (total, not yearly)
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OONDOR).All classes of membership incl'Ude subscription to the·Neus,
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The Oondor.

NewWBBA Two-compartmentTrap
Postage Paid

$1.50 in the United States; $1.75 in O~~da

This trap, measuring 7!" x gw x 9", is divided into two compart-
ments each ~" Wide, S" hi&}l and 7!" deep and is made of vertical wires
similar to most bird cages. Each compartment is provided with a drop
door and automatic treadle of the type lBed on the Potter traps. The.
treadles are attached to the traP andco'tmter-balanced so that the doors
will not be tripped by the jlU' of. bird alighting on the trap or of the
other door falling. Adjustable feet are attached so the trap w111 rest
firmly on any approximately plane surface. The trap is very strong,
being welded throughout, and is painted with a good green enamel.

Michener Water (WaTbler) Traps - - - - - - - - $5.00 postpaid
Four CompartmentFoldilig Potter Traps - - - - 4.00 II

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •••

By far the most useful of the west coast manuals for the beginner
and for casual field reference by the more advanced student of birds.


