
The Western Bird Banding Association is extremely

grateful to Chris Otahal for compiling the 2003

Annual Banding Report and to Ken Burton and

Rita Colwell for helping with proofreading the final

document.  Compiling and proofreading this report

takes an enormous amount volunteer time and

effort.  We also thank all the banders that took

time out of their busy lives to forward data to Chris.

The number of banders reporting data, 179, was

lower than 2002. Let us hope that trend does not

continue.  The annual report is an excellent

resource that allows individuals to review the data

collected by many dedicated banders in the WBBA

region.

You will notice that the total birds banded, 178,089,

is down from the 212,330 birds banded in 2002.

In fact, if my quick review of past annual reports is

correct, it’s the lowest total count since 1998.  The

mean number of birds banded by each permit

BIRDS BANDED in  2003:   The  WBBA Annual Report

holder was down as well from 1,173 in 2002 to

895.  However, the total number of species banded

remained the same between 2003 and 2002 at

420.  It is unclear whether this decrease in total

number is due to a decrease in capture rate, due

to decreased bander response, or a combination

of both.

At the annual board meeting, we discussed ways

to increase bander response for the annual report.

We made the commitment to investigate

developing a process to automate data

submission.  We hope that automated submissions

will both decrease the time required to compile

and proofread the read the report and, at the same

time, increase the number of banders submitting

data in the future.

Gary Blevins

WBBA President

The WBBA Annual Report of Birds Banded, 2003 begins on the following page.
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  WBBA ANNUAL REPORT OF BIRDS BANDED, 2003
        A summary of banding reported from the WBBA area for 2003 with USFWS/CWS bands

Codes in the HIGH BANDERS column refer to the list of individuals or institutional banders.

Numbers in () are individual totals.

Compiled by:

Christopher D. Otahal,  21 Vineyard Ct, Hollister, CA 95023,  chrisotahal@planet-save.com
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Za:;k5<?=b8<:UK?h RC D@ e D 4;< XMDERCFGXMCEMDFG4CAEWF

j5UU;c=X<h8<KU M 4 XMDEMF

BQ5:KJ<?=IKkK8 M 4 4COEMF

N;95QK<?=X<tcK?h A 8 mMOEAF

P56<:=X<tcK?h SC MO A@ AO R MRA 8:6 iCME@SFGmCDEOSFGgCDESCF

I9<K?;k5kU< MC M MO 89 fMMEMCCFGbMAEOFGiCMESF

pUKn5=X<:TU5: R 9 PC@ERF

d5??5\\55=X<:TU5: DC MMD A 456 gCAEMMAFGmMOEDCFGlCAEMFGmCDEMFG4C@EMF

p:<?h57J:;c?56=X<:TU5: DRR SMS MR RRD MMSe MO RM MeW 8<:8 iCME@OOFGICMEDeDFGBCAEA@WF

_<\9nKUU5=X<:TU5: M MOe MC@ R OW 774 iCMEM@SFG ĈDEO@FG ĈREDCF
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H<c<KK=P:55k5: D 7 ĈSEDF
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